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AMY GOODMAN: We move on now closer to home. Senator John Ensign of Nevada, South Carolina
Governor Mark Sanford and former Mississippi Congress member Chip Pickering—what do they all have
in common? Yes, all three are Republican. All three have been embroiled in recent sex scandals.

Senator Ensign, a member of a male evangelical group that promotes marital fidelity, recently admitted to
having an affair with a campaign staffer. Helater disclosed that his parents gave almost $100,000 to the
staffer and her family. Governor Sanford’s wife recently moved out of the governor’s mansion, weeks after
Sanford admitted to visiting a woman in Argentina and committing infidelities with several other women.
And last month, Congressman Pickering's estranged wife filed suit against his alleged mistress, claiming the
woman had ruined their marriage.

But these Republicans' ties extend beyond their marital woes. All three have, at onetime, lived in a former
convent on Capitol Hill known asthe C Street house, and all three are connected to a secretive group known
asthe Fellowship, or the Family. It’s probably an organization you’ve never heard of, but it’sone of the
most powerful Christian fundamentalist movementsin this country.

The Family’s devoted member ship includes Congress members, corpor ate leaders, generals, foreign heads
of state, dictators. Thelongtime leader, Doug Coe, wasincluded in Time Magazine' s 2004 list of the twenty-
five most influential evangelicalsin America.

Well, Jeff Sharlet isthe author of the bestseller, The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at the Heart of
American Power. In 2002, he joined the Family’s home for young men at an estatein Virginia, becoming a
member of the Family’s so-called “new chosen.” Hefirst wrote an article about hisresearch in Harpers
magazine.

Jeff Sharlet joins metoday in our firehouse studio, contributing editor at Harper’s and Rolling Stone and a
visiting resear ch scholar at the New York University Center for Religion and Media.

Jeff, welcome to Democracy Now!
JEFF SHARLET: Hi, Amy. Thanksfor having me.
AMY GOODMAN: So, talk about these latest men in the news and exactly what it isthey belong to.

JEFF SHARLET: Well, thethree politicians that we'retalking about, two of them lived at this C Street
house, wher e this group provides below-market housing for congressmen. It’s essentially like a lobby,
working like alobby, trying to influence these paliticians.

What’sreally disturbing about thisis not the sex scandals, but the agenda that they’re pursuing beyond
that. The Family, unlike most Christian right groups, isnot so concerned with domestic issues as
international affairs, foreign affairs, and a kind of approach to economicsthey call “biblical capitalism,” an
extreme deregulation, laissez-faire. They taketheinvisible hand very literally.

AMY GOODMAN: So, talk about how you discovered the Family.

JEFF SHARLET: You know, | just kind of stumbled upon the group. | wasworking on my first book,
which isabout religious communities around the United States, unusual religious communities. And a friend
said shewasworried that her brother had joined a cult. And would | speak with him? He had cometo New
York at thetime, he said, “to survey theruinsof secularism.” That caught my attention. And hesaid, “To
understand what I’'m involved in, you need to come and seeit for yourself.” So | went and | lived with these
guysfor about a month.


http://www.harpers.org/archive/2003/03/0079525

AMY GOODMAN: But what do you mean you lived with these guys? Where did you go? Explain how you
got there.

JEFF SHARLET: Sure. Down in—the C Street house has been in the news. There' sonly one other property
that the organization owns. The main headquartersisthis beautiful mansion overlooking the Potomac River
called the Cedars. It’sworth about $5 million. They bought it with money supplied for them in part by the
former CEO of the defense contractor Raytheon,—

AMY GOODMAN: Whoisthat?

JEFF SHARLET: —aoil executives. A guy hamed Tom Phillips. And around that house, there’sa number of
housesthat are sort of support houses. One of those was called | vanwald. That was where young men were
being sort of groomed for leader ship, men in their twenties. | was sort of pushing it at around thirty at the
time. And so, | went and lived with these guysfor about a month. And in that capacity, | got to visit theC
Street house, | met Senator Ensign.

AMY GOODMAN: You met Senator Ensign.
JEFF SHARLET: Met Senator Ensign.
AMY GOODMAN: Explain your meeting.

JEFF SHARLET: | wasat the C Street house for the day, and a pretty innocuous meeting. Senator Ensign
had just comein from a run, and hewas sort of boasting to everybody about histime. And the only thing
that | remember being struck by was he'savery flirty man. And what was interesting about Senator Ensign
was, within the Family, hewasn’t taken very seriously. He was considered a guy with a sort of a bright
future. Helooks very presidential and so on. Hewasn’t considered a brilliant guy.

The Family always has a certain number of politicians who are associated with it who can go on to higher
things. And then there arethe guyswho arereally doing the political work, like Congressman Joe Pitts of
Pennsylvania, Senator Sam Brownback of Kansas. These are the moreideological guyswithin the
organization.

AMY GOODMAN: So Senator Ensign came on to be a powerful figurein the Senate. | mean—
JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.
AMY GOODMAN: —as he' sbeen forced to resign from the Republican Policy Committee of the Senate.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, indeed, and, you know, had already visited | owa as a possible presidential
candidate. Governor Sanford was certainly, | think, afrontrunner for the GOP. And | think that’sa sort
of—thereare sort of threelevels of politiciansthat the Family is cultivating.

AMY GOODMAN: How do the affairslink with affairs of state within the house?

JEFF SHARLET: Wadll, | think we're going to find out more about that, because in Congressman
Pickering’ s divorce proceedings, apparently he was keeping a diary of all hisgoings-on at the C Street
house, and we're waiting for that to come out.

But what linksthisisthe common sort of theological view of this organization. Unlike other Christian right
groups, they don’t really believe that you'rein power because you’'re a good person. They have noillusions
about these guys. They believe that they are, asyou said in the beginning, the “ new chosen,” that you're
chosen for power by God. You’'re not so much elected by the people as selected from above. And when



you'rein that position, it doesn’t matter what you do. You shouldn’t do these things. They don’t want you to
do thesethings. But it doesn’t matter what you do. Ensign isa powerful man, not because he's of good
character, but because he’'s been chosen by God. In asimilar vein, theforeign leaderswith whom they work,
thedictators, about whom they have no illusions, are chosen by God for their countries, regardless of how
brutal they are.

AMY GOODMAN: And what doesit mean to say they live at the C Street house? These are senators and
congressmen.

JEFF SHARLET: They haveroomsin the C Street house, maid service provided by a group of Christian
college women. There' sa cook. There' sa nice kitchen with a prayer calendar in it that gives you guidance
on how you'’re supposed to live your spiritual life. When | was visiting, the prayer issues at hand wereto
“pray down the demonic strongholds of Buddhism and Hinduism.” I’'m quoting, of course. It really isavery
fundamentalist ministry, but doesn’t look like the fundamentalists we' re—I think we're used to seeing on
TV, the Pat Robertsonsand the Jerry Falwells.

AMY GOODMAN: But you’'re Jewish. How did you fit in?

JEFF SHARLET: In fact, that was part of what was interesting about meto them. They do believeonly in
sort of recruiting an elite. They'renot interested the masses. They think that Christianity has been
misunder stood, that Jesus only wanted to select a few key people. You can only get in by invitation. | was
invited. But they also liked theidea of having Jews, of having M uslims around, because they believe that
inasmuch asa Jew or a Muslim iswilling to bow before Jesus, heis proving what they call the “universal
inevitable’ of Jesus power.

AMY GOODMAN: You talked about foreign leaders, too. You have a fascinating section in your book, The
Family, about Suharto—

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.

AMY GOODMAN: —thelong-reigning dictator of Indonesia, presided over | don’t know how many deaths,
both of hisown peoplein Indonesia, up to a million people, and the people of East Timor, hundreds of
thousands.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.
AMY GOODMAN: What does he haveto do with C Street?

JEFF SHARLET: The Family began asthis domestic organization way back in the 1930s, a union-busting
organization. But by the’50s, they—

AMY GOODMAN: What do you mean, union-busting organization?

JEFF SHARLET: Oh, they—it’s part of that invisible hand of the market. They believe that organized
labor isungodly, to put it mildly, perhaps Satanic. It began with thisvision in 1935 that the New Deal and
organized labor wereliterally a Satanic conspiracy they had to fight back.

In the 1950s, in the Cold War, they started moving over seas and identifying strongmen, dictator s, who they
thought wer e effective in the fight against communism, who they thought wer e effectivein the fight for free
markets. And Suharto was one of those men. You know, Suharto, who—even the CIA, which helped him
orchestrate his coup, later said it was one of theworst masskillings of the twentieth century.



The Family leaders called it a spiritual revolution and began sending delegations of congressmen, oil
executives, over to meet with Suharto. They then hosted Suharto, actually, in the United States Senate for a
Senate prayer breakfast with their members, to which they invited the then-Secretary of Defense Melvin
Laird, then-chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. They have that kind of access. And they were ableto
arrangethat kind of reach for Suharto. And they effectively became his most per suasive championswithin
the US Congress, asthe United Statesfunneled, as we know, just billions of dollarstoward hismilitary
regime.

AMY GOODMAN: And Siad Barre of Somalia?

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, dictator of Somalia. It’s, to me, one of the scariest storiesthat | found in their
archives. | was ableto recreate this, because they dumped 600 boxes of papersin the Billy Graham ar chives.
Siad Barrewas a—not a likely candidate for Christian right recruitment, called himself a Koranic Marxist.
But in the early '80s, the Soviets had abandoned him. There had been a power shift between Somalia and
Ethiopia. Hewasin the market for a new patron. And working through Senator Chuck Grassley,
Republican of lowa, of course still in office—

AMY GOODMAN: Talk more about Chuck Grassley, who certainly isin the news now, who, together with
Max Baucus, heads the Senate Finance Committee.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.

AMY GOODMAN: Baucus, Democrat; Grassey, Republican. Very powerful figure, especially around
healthcareright now.

JEFF SHARLET: Indeed. And Grassley has been involved with the organization for quite sometime, since
the’80s, when hetraveled to Somaliatojoin Barre, Siad Barre, in prayer to Jesus. And he brought with him
a defense contractor named Bill Brehm.

And Barrewasa kind of a cynical character, asyou might expect for adictator. Hewasvery clear. He says,
“I"'m willing to pray to Jesus, and here’ swhat | want in return.” He says, “1 want my defense budget
doubled.” Hesays, “1 want meetings for my officials with the Reagan White House. And | want a sort of a
hands-off policy while |l crack down on somerebels.” Doug Coe, the leader of the group, wrote back, in
essence, “ Done, done and done.”

And when welook at history, so it was. And Barre used those weapons, supplied to him in part by the US, to
wage a war of almost biblical proportion on hisown people, from which Somalia has not recovered to this
day. The Family doesn’t consider that a failure; they consider that God’swill for Somalia.

AMY GOODMAN: And more about Grassley? And again, we should say, thisisnot just a Republican
organization. Democrats are also a part. In fact, you talk about Hillary Clinton—

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, yeah.
AMY GOODMAN: —praying with them.

JEFF SHARLET: I think that’s one of the most important aspects of this. | think, too often, progressives
tend to seethe Christian right as ssimply an auxiliary of the Republican Party, wher eas the movement,
especially through the Family, hasrecognized that you stay in power not by aligning your self too closely
with onefaction, but by having lots of friends. So, Hillary Clinton, Senator Mark Pryor of Arkansas, who
was, of cour se, instrumental in fighting against the Employee Free Choice Act, which would have made
unionization much, much easier. He explained to me the Family’s approach to Demaocr atic bipartisanship.



Hesaid, “Jesusdidn’t cometo take sides, He cameto take over.” That’sa Democrat speaking. So,
Republicans and Democr ats wor king together .

Chuck Grassley, a guy who's been involved for such alongtime. Grassley was involved with the Somalia
project throughout the 1980s. They recognize that Somalia, of course, isa nation of great strategic
importance, right there on the Horn of Africa. So, even asthey are pursuing what they say isareligious
agenda, it’s also meshing very neatly with a certain kind of agenda of American expansionist power and ail,
frankly.

AMY GOODMAN: And rarely isthe devastation of the failed state of Somalia talked about in termsof its
history, that the US, for decades, supported thisdictator, Siad Barre.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, yeah, exactly. The story, for most Americans, beginswith George Bush very nobly
sending over thesetroopsto fight thewarlords. It beginswith Black Hawk Down. And we don'’t recognize
that it wasreally—I mean, Somalia almost—is almost a purest case possible of US support for an absolutely
murderousregime.

In the face of all odds, too. | mean, there' snothing, it seemed, that Barre could do to dissuade the Family
that he was worthy of support, even to the point of insulting Doug Coe, the leader of the group, who used a
sad case, the death of his son, wroteto Barreand said, “My son hasdied today. And as hewas dying, hewas
speaking of you and how important you are.” It was a strange, crass move. Barredidn’t play along. He said,
“I never knew your son. But keep the money flowing.” And they did.

AMY GOODMAN: We'retalking to Jeff Sharlet. He sauthor of The Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at
the Heart of American Power. We'll come back to talk about more of the members of this secretive group
that some have called one of the most powerful organizationsin America. Stay with us.

[break]

AMY GOODMAN: We're continuing our discussion of the Family. Jeff Sharlet, | guessyou could say,
infiltrated or went under cover, or, actually, you said you were a writer—isthat right?—as you were
investigating the Family and wrote the book by that title, with the subtitle The Secret Fundamentalism at the
Heart of American Power. | want to just go on, Congress member after senator after Congress member. |
want to ask you about Congress member Tiahrt and hissignificanceright now in Kansas, and then his
relationship with the Family.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, Congressman Tiahrt isavery right-wing Republican from the Wichitaareain
Kansas. Senator Sam Brownback, who'sa member of the Family, also lived in the C Street house, ishoping
to move on to governor’s office, and Tiahrt isthe strong frontrunner to replace him.

Tiahrt, of course, wasin the newsa little while ago for speculating on the floor of the House what would
have happened if Obama’s mother had aborted him. And alot of people thought thiswas over-the-top
language. | think what they didn’t recognize was that thiswas Todd Tiahrt’s—that’s his version of the soft
approach. When | met him at the C Street house several years ago, he had gonetherefor a spiritual
counseling session with Doug Coe, the leader of the group, and he had gonein, although he frames himself
asagreat foe of abortion, what he wasreally concerned about wasthe fact that, he said, the Musimsare
having too many babies, and the Christians arekilling too many of theirs, and how can wewin therace with
the Muslims? So, abortion, for him, isrelative; probably, in hismind, good for Muslim nations.

Coe, theleader of thegroup, said, “| want you to think bigger.” He says, “| agreewith all that. That’sfine. |
want you to think bigger. We need to think not just about issueslike abortion, but what does Jesus haveto
say about Social Security? What does Jesus have to say about building roads? What does Jesus have to say



about every aspect of governance?” Theanswer for them, by theway, isalmost always the same, is
privatize, put thingsin God’s hands.

Hethen goeson to say to Tiahrt, he says, “We need to have something called ‘ Jesus plus nothing.”” The
Family, at other times, has called it “thetotalitarianism for Christ.” What they mean isthat they believe
that the New Testament is primarily about power, and heillustratesthis by giving Congressman Tiahrt a
list of historical figureshe can look to for modeling power—thisisa direct quote—* Hitler, Pol Pot, Osama
bin Laden and Lenin.” And it just makesyour jaw sort of drop. But—

AMY GOODMAN: | want to read the full quote of Doug Coe—
JEFF SHARLET: Please, yeah.

AMY GOODMAN: —counseling Congressman Tiahrt, which you quote. “You know Jesus said ‘You got to
put Him before mother-father-brother sister’? Hitler, Lenin, Mao, that’swhat they taught the kids. Mao
even had thekidskilling their own mother and father. But it wasn’t murder. It wasfor building the new
nation. The new kingdom." That’s Doug Coe. And where did you get this?

JEFF SHARLET: That isactually available on an audio sermon that you can find on the website of another
Christian right group called the Navigators, with which the Family has always worked for decades.

You can also find online video of Coetalking about the model of fellowship that he wants politiciansto
follow. He says, “ L ook at Hitler, Goebbelsand Himmler, these three nobodies who get together, and look at
all they were able to accomplish.” Now, he'll be quick to say they’re evil men. Thisis not some neo-Nazi, you
know, kind of conspiracy. It’'sa sort of afetish for power and strength. That’sthe model. That’swhy he says
Hitler, Lenin, Mao.

He' s also fond of saying to congressmen, “Who werethethree men in the twentieth century who best
understood the New Testament?” And it’ssort of atrick question, because maybe you say Martin Luther
King, or maybe, if you're conservative, you say Billy Graham. And again, it's Hitler, Stalin and Mao. These
arenot aberrationsin his speech. Thisisthe core of histeaching, that the New Testament is about power
and strength.

AMY GOODMAN: Hetalks about Pol Pot—
JEFF SHARLET: Pol Pot.
AMY GOODMAN: —and talks about Osama bin Laden.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, yeah. There snobody who is—you know, thereisno sort of strongman killer that
they’re not interested in. Going back to thegroup’s early roots, they began with theidea that democracy
was done, that democracy couldn’t compete with fascism or communism. They didn’t want to be
communists. Fascism was OK, except that it had this cult of personality: where Jesus was supposed to be,
you’d find a Hitler, a Mussolini. And so, they came up with thisidea of totalitarianism for Christ, but they
illustrate it with these awful models from history.

AMY GOODMAN: Just talk about how significant thisgroup is, for those who are saying, what, are you
taking thislittle group, and you’'re making a bigger deal of it than you should. According to David Kuo,
former special assistant to President George W. Bush and deputy director of the White House Office of
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, he said, “ The Fellowship’sreach into governments around the
world isalmost impossibleto overstate or even grasp.”



JEFF SHARLET: Yeah. Kuo, who isa supporter of thegroup, admirer of the group, talksin hisbook about
the group basically getting him to the White House, making his career, also saysit’sthe most powerful
group in Washington that nobody knows. And that’s actually been quantified by a sort of conservative-
leaning sociologist at Rice University, who—

AMY GOODMAN: Whoisthat?

JEFF SHARLET: A man named Michael David Lindsay—I'm sorry, D. Michael Lindsay. And he surveyed
about 360 evangelical politicians and wanted to ask them which religious groupswerereally influential in
Washington. The group that came out with more votes than any other, onein three, wasthe Family. And
thisisastonishing for a group that saysit doesn’t exist.

When you call—you know, when areporter istryingtoreport on them, they’ll say, “ Ah, there snothing
here. It’sjust agroup of friends.” Wéll, it’sa group of friendswith 990s, with tax forms, with millions of
dollarsflowing through every year. It’sa group of friendsthat organizesthe National Prayer Breakfast, at
which the President of the United States speaks every year, that hasthe money to bring over foreign heads
of state, and they can get those peopleinto the White House.

It’sreally on ascalethat’s, | think, unparalleled by the better-known groupslike Focus on the Family or
Family Resear ch Council, those kind of more visible Christian right groups, which are, frankly, more
democraticin nature. They’'re making their casein the public square. The Family believesin doing things
behind closed doors.

AMY GOODMAN: Jeff, welast had you on when you did your Harper’s Magazine piece called “ Jesus
Killed Mohammed: The Crusadefor a Christian Military.” Can you talk about any connections?

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah. In fact, working with Mikey Weinstein and the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation, hisresearcher Chris Rodda, sincethe C Street scandal has come out, we' ve been ableto track
down—to use that new infor mation to track down some startling connections. First of all, that themen at C
Street—Senator Ensign, Senator James | nhofe—have been traveling around the world on the Family’s
dime, so thegroup isacting like alobby. What’s more—

AMY GOODMAN: Traveling where?

JEFF SHARLET: Sudan, Belarus, Albania, great bastions of democracy. L ebanon, where Senator Tom
Coburn went to try and set up Christian prayer cellsin that country that’s so long had religious strife. One
of the thingsthat they’ ve been doing, though, isthey’ve been traveling officially as representatives of the
United States Senate, but then championing a group called Christian Embassy, which isa Pentagon ministry
that | wrote about in that other article, focuses on the military. But the Family is paying for it. And so, what
we've discovered is—

AMY GOODMAN: Do they haveto list this, who paysfor their trips?

JEFF SHARLET: Yes, yeah. | think there s some big questionsthat they’re going to need to answer about
whether thisislegal or not.

What’s most disturbing about it, though, isthat we seethat the sort of fundamentalist front within the
military and the Family, in fact, are not two separate tracks, but very closely linked. Even the biggest and
sort of most militant group within the military, called Officers Christian Fellowship, 15,000 officers, when
wetraced it back and looked at their history, we discovered that some of their seed money, some of their
early ideas, the organizing initiatives, all come from the Family. So you see, in effect, that the Family is
workingin all fronts, not just in Congress and in business and over seas, but also in the military. So you take
those ideas, and you put guns next to them, and it becomes very frightening.



AMY GOODMAN: How doesErik Prince, or does he, fit into thispicture? | mean, we' ve just had a major
story with Jeremy Scahill, independent reporter, Democracy Now! correspondent, about thislawsuit against
Prince by these two men who worked for what’sformerly known as Blackwater, now called Xe, one of them
alleging that Prince, quote, “ views himself asa Christian crusader tasked with eliminating Muslims and the
Islamic faith from the globe.”

JEFF SHARLET: Wdll, | think that’s something that we need to look more closely into. The Prince family
has given money to Family initiativesin the past. Thelinksaren’t terribly strong. | think what you'rereally
looking at thereisalmost sort of two different power baseswithin the American Christian right. The
interesting thing about Princeis Princeisa certain kind of zealot. The Family doesn’t want to eliminate
Musdlims; it wantsto do businesswith Mudlims. It wantsto—you know, they’ve always cultivated the leaders
of ail-rich nations. That’sthekind of connection that they’re interested in.

AMY GOODMAN: And talk more about the founder, Abraham Vereide.

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, fascinating, a fascinating character. Vereide was a Norwegian immigrant, cameto
the United States because he saw it astheland of the Bible unchained. He was an early fundamentalist and
sort of roseto influence, even met with FDR in 1932,

And it was at that meeting—it was Vereide, FDR and James Farrell, who was then head of US Steel—that
Farrell, he claims, introducesto him thisideathat all of America’s economic problemsarein direct
correspondenceto our failureto obey God’slaw and that the approach to the Great Depression should not
bethe New Deal, but through this sort of moral code imposed from on high by God’s chosen men.

Hethen goes on to have thisvision that God actually comesto him one night and says, “ Christianity has
gotten it wrong for 2,000 years—all thistalk about the poor, the suffering, the down and out. | want you to
focus on the up and out. | want you to be a missionary to and for the powerful. I will work through afew
key men—Senator Ensign, Governor Sanford—and, through them, will help everybody else.” The Family
believesthat they’'re helping the poor through akind of trickle-down religion.

AMY GOODMAN: And his sympathy, the founder’s sympathy, for European fascism?

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah, they were great admirersof European fascism. They were critical of thewaysin
which Hitler and Mussolini, in their minds, displaced the centrality of Jesus. But after the war, actually
working with the US State Department, Vereide was given a chargeto go into the Allied prisonsfor war
criminals and interview men to determinewho hefelt could be used for the new Ger man gover nment. And
really, the main question was, are you willing to switch out the Fuhrer for the Father?

Some of those guys—one, in particular, wasa man named Hermann J. Abs, became the vice president of the
Family’s Ger man or ganization, became known as “the wizard of the West German miracle,” until the
Simon Wiesenthal Center discovered that before he had been known as Germany’s banker, he had been
known as Hitler’sbanker, and he wasforced to exit public life.

AMY GOODMAN: So, jumping forward to today, all of these men who areinvolved with thisgroup, like
Senator Sam Brownback, whose seat isbeing vied for by Congressman Tiahrt—

JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.
AMY GOODMAN: —and his opponent is also—
JEFF SHARLET: Yeah.

AMY GOODMAN: —living at C Street house.



JEFF SHARLET: Yes, yes. | think, you know, the Family—when welook at this, we start to have a different
pictureof Christian right group, isnot, you know, picking candidatesin an election. In that race for that
Senate, you have two conservative Republicans. Jerry Moran, livesin the C Street House, representative
from Kansas, and Todd Tiahrt, who also has theseties, which he’s now denying. But these guys are both
trying to work through thisvery powerful network, which is, essentially, asonereligiousright leader, a guy
named Rob Schenck, sort of doing—mixing his metaphors, he says, “ Doug Coeisthe kosher seal, if you're
goingto do religion and politicsin Washington.”

AMY GOODMAN: President Bush calling Doug Coe “the quiet diplomat.” In our last thirty seconds, what
ismost important to under stand about Doug Coe and, ultimately, the Family?

JEFF SHARLET: Thisisagroup that isexplicitly opposed to democracy, explicitly opposed to doing things
in public. They believe “the moreinvisible you can make your organization, the moreinfluence you can
have.” That'sadirect quote from Doug Coe. They’'re acting like alobby; they’ renot registering like a
lobby. There needsto be a way to hold them accountable, if they want do those—pursuethose kinds of basic
[inaudible]—

AMY GOODMAN: | want to thank you very much for being with us. Jeff Sharlet isauthor of The Family:
The Secret Fundamentalism at the Heart of American Power, contributing editor for Harper’s and Rolling
Stone, a visiting resear ch scholar at NYU Center for Religion and Media.



