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Catherine

You have no idea what I’m saying right now or what we are all doing in this place. A place whereyou
have been twice but slept through the service both times. But perhapsin the yearsto come your parents,
godparentsor grandparents might tell you a little about what is happening to you here today.

Y ou have been brought to this place because those who love you havefelt it to beright and proper that
you beintroduced into alarger family or community than the one you have known (or more
appropriately felt) so intimately during thefirst five months of your life. Biologically you are absolutely
dependent upon theimmediate family of your mother and father and those they have invited to join them
in caring for you on adaily basis.

In astrictly biological sense, therefore, you don’t need this second family that is now gathered around
you at thistime of your baptism. What we are doing here this morningisnot like going to your
pediatrician or getting nursed by your mom or given your bottle by your dad or cooed at by your
grandparents. The group of people herethismorningisengaged, symbolically, in something different,
though no lessimportant, regarding your care and well-being. We arewelcoming you into a larger
community that we hope you will eventually cometo feel isa part of your life. Weareadiverseand very
wide community that includes people of very different backgrounds and personalities and which
sometimesis closer to a dysfunctional family than it isto thetight-knit family you have known so far at
home. But itisareal family and it exists because it knows that beyond our immediate familieswe are all
part of alarger body of people who have been called into being by God.

So why do we want you to join thislarger family? Why do we ask not only your parents but your god-
parentsto stand herewith you this morning and recite vows and make commitmentsregarding your life
in thiscommunity? Theanswer issimple, though thelife you will lead as a baptized per son will not be.
We are gathered this morning because we believe that no matter how loving your immediate family is,
thereisalarger, less-intimate world out therein which you will eventually take your place asan
individual person in your own right. And that world isboth a place where God will give you the giftsto
be an engaged participant and will protect you against the very wor st that that world can throw at you.
This ceremony of baptism thismorningisnot providing you with a cocoon or shield behind which you
can hidefrom theworld. Rather it isproviding you with a multitude of supporterswho will stand by you
asyou go forth into that world, finding your own unique placein it. Each step along the way the hands
that will literally hold you asyou begin to walk will gradually let go until you can walk on your own. But
walking on your own isnot the same as walking without the help of otherswhen you stumble and fall.
This community, along with your immediate family, ispromising to do all in its power to support you in
your new lifein Christ. Wewon’t walk for you but we promise that we will walk with you and bethere
for you no matter where your journey takesyou and no matter what you meet along the way.

In thereading from St. Paul this morning we find him reflecting on what it meansto livein that larger
world that you are slowly being introduced to. If you open yourself to theloving support of God asit is
manifested in the support of God’s community you will find a life worthy of the calling to which you have



been called. Wedon’t yet know what that lifewill be. You certainly have an extraordinary model in
your parentswho, as physicians, have accepted the call to bein the ministry and profession of healing.
That may not be the calling to which you are called but their example will alwaysremind you that the
healing of othersisat thevery heart of the mission of the Church. Paul refersto the whole body, the
community which you arejoining today, asjoined and knit together by every ligament with which it is
equipped, as each part isworking properly, promoting the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
Your dad knows a lot about ligaments and your mom and dad together know a lot of about what
promotesthe body’s growth and health. But in thislarger community into which you are being baptized
you will learn a great deal about the multitude of other waysthat a large body of people needsto build
itself up into a community of love and compassion and spiritual healing. In addition to the arts of
medical healing, there arethose in the world who are hungering and thirsting, not just for material food
and water, but for righteousness and justicein the ordering of their wholelives. And aspart of thisnew
community of the Church, you will discover avast array of opportunities, models, and resour ces for
learning how to be a person of mercy and justice your self, no matter what vocation you eventually accept.
In this body of the Church, as Paul reminds us, the gifts God gave wer e diver se and many, but they were
all intended to equip the saintsfor thework of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us
cometo theunity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, and to the measure of
thefull stature of Christ. Your giftsareyet to bediscerned. You aregoing tolivein aworld much larger
than yourself and your immediate family. And what we do heretoday, by the grace of God, will open you
to God’sworld and invite you to embraceit, reform it, purify it, heal it, and loveit. It isultimately God’s
world and with the help of the community into which you are being baptized, you, too, are called to love
it and flourish in it because it was made for you.
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