
Canons at Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford 

from the Constitution and Statutes Of The Cathedral Church of the Diocese (2003) 
 

from the Statutes 
  
Section II  The Staff Canons. The Staff Canons shall be responsible for discharging such 
duties in the worship and the administration of the Cathedral as shall be assigned to them 
by the Dean or Provost. 
  
The Staff Canons shall be elected by the Chapter, on joint nomination of the Bishop and 
the Dean or Provost. 
  
All Staff Canons shall retain this title while a member of the Cathedral staff. 
  
Upon retirement or resignation, the Chapter, upon nomination of the Bishop and the 
Dean or Provost, may grant the title "Canon Emeritus" to Staff Canons. 
  
Section III  Honorary Canons 
  

A.        Special Honorary Canons. Special Honorary Canons may be lay or ordained 
persons who shall be elected for the special representative character of their ministries. 
They may be elected by the Chapter on the joint nomination of the Bishop and the Dean or 
Provost, and shall thereafter hold office for five years and then may be elected to additional 
five year terms. There shall be no more than six Special Honorary Canons at one time. 
  

B.           Retired Honorary Canons. There may be elected by the Chapter as 
Honorary Retired Canons clergy persons retired from active full-time ministry, who shall 
retain this title for life on the joint nomination of the Bishop and the Dean or Provost. 
There shall not be more than six Honorary Retired Canons at one time. 
  

C.          Honorary Canon Scholars. Persons who have satisfactorily completed the 
Honorary Canon Scholars Continuing Education Program of the Cathedral may be elected 
by the Chapter as Honorary Canon Scholars on the recommendation of the Director of the 
Canon Scholars Program and the joint nomination of the Bishop and the Dean or Provost. 
  
All Honorary Canons are to be members of the Chapter with voice only. 
  
Section IV   The Canon Precentor. A person may, on joint nomination of the Bishop and 
the Dean or Provost, be elected by the Chapter as the Canon Precentor, who shall have the 
overview of the music of the Cathedral under the direction of the Dean or Provost. 



CANON (ecclesiastical title)

Adapted/Excerpted from Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia and blended with other sources

A CANON (from the Latin canonicus, itself derived from the Greek κανωνικος 'relating to a rule') is a

priest who is a member of certain bodies of the Christian clergy subject to an ecclesiastical rule (canon).

Originally, a canon was a cleric living with others in a clergyhouse or, later, in one of the houses within

the precinct or close of a cathedral and ordering his life according to the orders or rules of the church.

This way of life began to become common (and be referred to in manuscripts) in the eighth century. In

the eleventh century, some churches required clergy thus living together to adopt the rule first proposed

by Saint Augustine that they renounce private property. Those who embraced this change were known as

Augustinian or regular canons, while those who did not were known as secular canons.

One of the functions of the cathedral canons in the Roman Catholic Church is to elect a Vicar Capitular

(now named a Diocesan Administrator in English) to serve during a sede vacante (vacant episcopal see)

period of the diocese.

From an Episcopal Church glossary: “A canon may be a member of the clergy on the staff of a cathedral

or diocese. A canon on a cathedral staff assists the dean, and a canon on a diocesan staff assists the

bishop. Members of the clergy and laity have at times been made honorary canons of a cathedral in

recognition of significant service or achievement. Historically, canons were secular clergy who were

connected to a cathedral or collegiate church, sharing the revenues and a common rule of life at the

church.”

By charter or other legal provision (such as, a cathedral’s Constitution and Statutes), the number of

canons in toto or in one or more classifications may be limited.

A “Residentiary Canon” or “Canon Residentiary” is a member of the permanent, salaried staff of a

cathedral. Some residentiary canons are given designations according to their responsibilities, such as,

Canon Pastor, Canon Sacrist, Canon for Liturgy & the Arts, Canon Missioner, Canon Librarian, Canon

Treasurer, and Canon Precentor. If a canon retires from that post, (s)he may be formally named Canon

Emeritus. If a canon leaves the post for a different position, (s)he is to relinquish the title, unless otherwise

specified in writing.

At Canterbury Cathedral, UK, The College of Canons is composed of 30 Honorary, Lay and Provincial

Canons appointed by the Archbishop and it supports the life of the Cathedral in many different ways.

SECULAR CANONS

In the Roman Catholic Church the members of the chapter of a cathedral or of a collegiate church are

canons.

All canons of the Church of England have been secular since the Reformation, although individual

canons may themselves also be members of a religious order. Mostly, however, they are ordained (that is,

members of the clergy). Today, the system of canons is retained almost exclusively in connection with

cathedral churches. A canon is a member of the chapter of (for the most part) priests, headed by a Dean,

which is responsible for administering a cathedral or certain other churches that are styled collegiate

church. The Dean and Chapter are the formal body which has legal responsibility for the Cathedral.



CANON TO THE ORDINARY

With varied responsibilities from diocese to diocese, the Canon to the Ordinary provides counsel and

assistance to the diocesan bishop. As such, (s)he is a person whose ministry is directly answerable to the

bishop and who usually functions as a kind of chief of staff.

As an example, in the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, the post is described (in 2008) in this way: “With

the bishop, the Canon oversees the ordination process, including the one-year program of ordinands

training. She also works with clergy and lay professionals who are planning to attend programs of

continuing education, or to take sabbaticals. The office coordinates several events for all diocesan clergy

(deacons, priests and bishops), including an annual clergy conference in late January or early February,

two Clergy Days (fall and spring) on selected topics, and a fall Clergy Retreat. With others, she is also

involved in parish development, from working with aided parishes or parishes in conflict, to

recommending programs for parish renewal and growth.” This description can change as Connecticut’s

circumstances evolve.

HONORARY CANONS

The “canon” designation is given in some dioceses to senior priests as a largely honorary title, not unlike

an honorary degree. It is usually awarded in recognition of long, exemplary, and dedicated service to the

cathedral and/or diocese. Honorary canons are members of the Chapter in name but are non-residential

and non-stipendiary, but are entitled to be called Canon and may have a role in the administration of the

cathedral.

Generally speaking, the honorary canons in the Anglican Communion, including the Episcopal Church in

the United States, are of this sort, and thus are equivalent or similar to a monsignor in the Roman

Catholic Church, often wearing the violet or violet-trimmed cassock which is associated with that rank.

Or, canons might wear colored cassocks as selected by their respective cathedrals. Some cathedrals have

assigned seats or “stalls” for canons.

Honorary Canons may be appointed for a specific term or for life. Some are designated as a “Retired

Honorary Canon” or “Honorary Canon Emeritus.”

LAY CANONS

In addition to canons who are in Holy Orders, cathedrals in the Anglican Communion may also appoint

lay persons as canons. The rank of Lay Canon is especially conferred upon Diocesan Chancellors (the

senior legal officer of the diocese, who is usually, though not exclusively, a lay person).

CANON-PROFESSORS AT OXFORD

§2 of The Church of England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 1995 was passed for the express

purpose of enabling Christ Church, Oxford to appoint not more than two Lay Canons. One of the

motivations for this provision was the fact that, under the Ecclesiastical Commissioners Act 1840 (§6), the

position of Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of Oxford was annexed to a

Residentiary Canonry of the Cathedral, meaning that the Regius Professorship could be held only by an

Anglican priest. Following the death of Peter Hinchliff in 1995 the Regius Professorship was held by



Henry Mayr-Harting, a Roman Catholic layman, from 1997 until 2003, and was taken up by another lay

person, Sarah Foot, in Michaelmas Term 2007. Three other Statutory Professorships, the Regius

Professorship of Divinity, Lady Margaret Professorship of Divinity, and Regius Professorship of Moral

and Pastoral Theology, are annexed to canonries of Christ Church and must be held by Anglican priests.

MINOR CANONS

Minor canons are those clergy who are members of the cathedral's establishment and take part in the

daily services but are not part of the formal Chapter. These are generally more junior clergy.

CANONS REGULAR

The members of certain religious orders in the Roman Catholic church (not to be confused with clerics

regular), composed of priests and some choir canons who live in community, together in the past with lay

brothers. There are a variety of Congregations of Canons some of whom are part of the Confederation of

Canons Regular of St. Augustine.

Canons Regular of the Lateran or St. Saviour, who seem to date back to Pope Alexander II (1063)

Canons Regular of the Immaculate Conception a congregation of Canons Regular founded in

France in 1871

Canons Regular of the Order of the Holy Cross (The Crosiers) founded at Clair-lieu, near Huy, in

Belgium, in 1211

Order of the Canons Regular of Premontre; Norbertines founded by St. Norbert (1120)

Order of the Holy Cross (Canons Regular) founded in Portugal in 1131 and re-founded in 1977

Swiss Congregation of Canons Regular of Saint Maurice of Agaune

Gilbertine Order, a solely English order of Canons Regular, which became extinct under King

Henry VIII

Many bishops endeavoured to imitate St. Augustine and St. Eusebius, and to live a common life with the

clergy of their Church. Rules taken from the sacred canons were even drawn up for their use, of which

the most celebrated is that of St. Chrodegang, Bishop of Metz (766). In the tenth century, this institution

declined; the canons, as the clergy attached to a church and living a common life were called, began to

live separately; some of them, however resisted this relaxation of discipline, and even added poverty to

their common life. This is the origin of the canons regular. Pope Benedict XII by his Constitution "Ad

decorem" (15 May, 1339) prescribed a general reform of the canons regular. The Canons Regular ex

professo united Holy orders with religious life, and being attached to a church, devoted themselves to

promoting the dignity of Divine worship. With monks, Holy orders are accidental and secondary, and are

superadded to the religious life; with canons as with the clerks regular, Holy orders are the principal

thing, and the religious life is superadded to the Holy orders.

-----------------------------------

Adapted/Excerpted from The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church



CANON (ECCLESIASTICAL TITLE). Though first applied to all clergy on the official staff of a diocese

(excluding monks, private chaplains, etc.), the word was gradually limited to those secular clergy

belonging to a cathedral or collegiate church. They had a share in the revenues of the Church and were

bound to a common life there, though in the early Middle Ages this was not very uniformly interpreted.

Before the 11th cent., a canonry was often consistent with the holding of private property and periods of

non-residence; but from then onwards those continuing to maintain this mode of life came to be known as

‘secular canons’ to distinguish them from the Augustinian or ‘regular’ canons (q.v.) who lived under a

semi-monastic rule.

‘Residentiary canons’ form the permanent salaried staff of a cathedral and are mainly responsible for the

maintenance of its services, fabric, etc. In the C of E a ‘nonresidentiary canon’ (often ‘honorary canon’)

is one who holds an unsalaried post, which may entail certain privileges and responsibilities. ‘Minor

canons’ are clerics usually chosen for their ability to sing the services in a cathedral, and in general have

no say in its government. The residentiary, non-residentiary, and lay canons, together with the dean, the

suffragan and full-time assistant bishops, and the archdeacons of the diocese, form the ‘College of

Canons’, which has the right to elect or refuse to elect the Crown’s nominee to a vacant episcopal see.

cent. century.
q.v. quod vide (Lat., which see).
C of *Church of England.












