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Pastor Teaches
Nuns Religion

1t's not so strange for thejto the Rev. Mr. Nolan. Howev-
young Episcopal minister toler, he is not convinced there
find himself teaching a Protes-|will ever be one way of thinking
tant religion course at St. Jo-|about Chiristianity. I
seph’s College, but the Rev. Mr.{ I hope we can decide what is!
Richard Nolan thinks it's a bit|important and agree to agree on;
different for him to be teaching|those things and agree to differ
a class of nuns Orlental reli-lon the less important things,”
gions. .- he “said. “I:‘Ior examul‘)leMChris;

is enjoyi ience. lians agree Jesus is' essial

'rh}:e fl:esn ’ﬁ;{lgntgra:x%%g:nﬁs and that He had a unique rela-
class open-minded, eager to tionship ’with God best described
learn, challenging—"a teacher’s 35 'Son.’ But to iry to define
dream.” with precision Jesus® relation-

Besides teaching at St. Jo- ship with God is impossible..

seph's College and the Universi-
ty of Connecticut, the Rev, Mr.
Nolan has a parish in Bristol, is
editor of a book on the diaconal
ministry and is assistant aca-
demic dean at the Hartford
Seminary.

or try to find answers to ques-
tlons that have no answers—
that's where there is sharp disa-
greement.”
1f children in Sunday School
were taught that lg: Bit:’lehcon-
ins m , legen nd histo-
He was asked fo lecture at St. 1y {hen “{f,cye’i,,ould e ore
Joseph’s because the college ghle to accept religion, the Rev.
wanted fo widen the theology Mr Nolan feels.
curriculum to include electives  «This is a pastor's dilemma,”

in Protestant and Jewish tradi- he said, “Should he bring his| j

tion and thought. parish up to date and risk shak-
He took the job because he jng up some of the people?”
thinks better religious education While. the adult world doesn't
will bring about better relation- like to learn the Bible is as full
ships between the churches. of myths, legends and history as
“I think it's incredible—and every other great body of litera-
great—that Catholics are en- ture, the Rev. Mr, Nolan said
couraging nuns fo take these {he university studenis are re-
courses,” he said. *‘I never had lieved to hear it.
more fun. They are there be- “Religion Is ‘more credible to
cause they want to learn,” them, but they won't go to
He finds the nuns are more church,” he said..“They think
willing to discuss issues than his the power structure in the
undergraduate class at St. Jo- church won't bucse and the_y
seph’s. think it xss wl:iat thse};1 lc]arn’i_?l it
“Girls are not argumenta. Was in Sunday School. They
tive,” he said. “Girls dgn't chal- think t}he church is run by con-
lenge; they're great at giving Servatives. N
bac%( whatythe grofessor 8gives’% The Rev. Mr. Nolan says he is
Too many professors discourage 2 liberal in one sense but con-
thinking. I want a show of opi- 5"5",3“"": in others. .
nions. Out of inis we both “I'm liberal in the sense I'm
learn.” apen to rad{cally rethinking ‘ra-
If he doesn't cause confusion ditional Christian theology, but I
and doubt among his students, 0ok toward the Bible as the
the Rev. Mr. Noland doesn't m‘,"’i“ for re-in‘erpretation,” he
i N said.
fe?.[[)l;%;figga?::glgﬁ% ques- Modern qulical studies have
tions that can led to greater un- given theologians a better basis
derstanding of where one stands for Interpretation through un-

and this process may cause peo. derstanding of the language of
ple to rethink ideas,” he said lhe time and the circumstances

Often the confusion and doubt- under which the Bible was writ-
ing will last far beyond the Rev. ton, according to the Rev. Mr.
Mr. -Nolan’s class. He thinks it N?}an. .
is the students's responsibility A “In the light of modern scho-
to seek out a consistent way of larship we are better able to un-
looking at their experiences. derstand the B;ble-—some of the

“It can be preity miserable,” things Jesus did are not in 1he'
he said. “It's only in the past Bible as we thought they were,’
four or five years I’ve becn able le 8aid. ..
to piece things together for He cited the legend of Jesus
me.” walking on the water, saying for
A lot of misunderstanding in 3 long time people really be-
the churches can be avoided by lieved this was a historical fact.

igi iy Now, however, scholars think
zeligious edl_xggtlp - accof_d_x_ng lh]s'passage in the Bible is

more a sermon about Jesus

When we try to gel too precise; M

than an actual event.

Better Religious Education
The Rev. Mr. Nolan looks over his book on the role of
the deacon in the carly and modern Church. He believes
hetter religious education will bring about better under-
standing among the churches (Conrant Photo by Robert B.
Ficks). :
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