from Dr. Nolan:

In 2002 | received this handout forwarded by a (late) friend whose biblical insights | respect. | do not know

his source, which appears to be quite conservative. Nonetheless, this interpretation preserves the biblical

motif that God does not control a human being's freedom of choice; God did not override Pharach’'s
will/heart as the Creator never coerces neither despots nor the righteous. Human freedom of choice is an

aspect of humansbeing made*in theimage of God.” Wearenot created as mere puppets of God, whether for
good or for evil.

o B

Yahweh said He would harden Pharaoh's heart. What does this mean and how does it affect Pharaoh's

salvation, and that of otherslike him?

Thisisone of the" hard sayings' in the Bible that cause some confusion. If Yahweh indeed hardened Pharaoh's
heart, then He would be respongble for Pharaoh's sn. Even worse, if Yahweh is the cause of Pharaoh's gn,
Y ahweh would begrosdy unfair to punish Pharaoh for that which HeHimsdf had done.

Ten timesit issaid that Pharaoh hardened hisown heart, and ten timesthat Y ahweh har dened Pharach'sheart.

" And Yahweh said unto M oses, When you gotoreturn into Egypt, seethat you do all thosewonder s before
Pharaoh, which | have put in your hand: but | will harden hisheart, that he shall not let thepeople go* (Ex. 4:21).

This ver s appear sto make Y ahweh responsblefor Pharaoh'sacts. The character of Pharaoh, which isrevealed
in thefollowing chapters, showsthat heisnather humblenor meek. Hisarroganceisobvious:

"And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus says Yahweh, Elohim of Isad, Let my
people go, that they may hold afeast unto mein thewilderness. And Pharaoh said, Whois Y ahweh, that | should
obey hisvoicetolet Israd go? | know not Yahweh, neither will | let Israd go* (Ex. 5:1-2).

Nothing here about Yahweh hardening Pharaoh's heart. We see a picture of an arrogant ruler who gives heed
to no one and thinks only of himsdf. He proudly ruled the mighty nation of Egypt and could do whatever pleasd
him. No onequegtioned hiswhimsor orders

(An asde hereto point out that Aaron became the spokesman for Moses. Aaron played the part of the " Logos”
the " Dabar," the "Word," and spoke the words of Maoses to Pharaoh. He is a direct type of the Savior, the
"Logos" Whoiscalled "theWord" in John 1:1. Aaron becamethe high priest jus as'Y ahshua also became our
"High Priest,” Hebrews 8:1. Moses became as Elohim to both Aaron and Pharaoh to ddiver Israd out of
bondage. In Reveation we learn that Yahweh ddivers His people from the bondage of this world through His
Son Yahshua. A remarkableanalogy.)

But how did Y ahweh harden Pharaoh'sheart? Did Hein someway interferewith his character, histhinking, his
attitude? Thesample answer isthat Pharaoh was determined not to free hislsradite daves, allowing themtogoto
awildernesstowor ship some" |sraditedeity” when Egypt wasfull of pagan deities.

The exigence of the true Mighty One became evident by a series of increasngly supernatural demongrations.
The plagueswer e againg the deties of Egypt and became mor e severe and traumatic. Theimplacablerefusal of
Pharaoh to admit to thepower and authority of Yahweh resulted in a progressive hardening of hisheart.

Yahweh smply brought conditions about that forced Pharaoh to choose. Guided by his own ego, his choices
resulted in the progressve hardening of hisheart.



As Dr. Bullinger gates in the Companion Bible, the same sun that mets the butter also hardens the clay. The
gtuations that challenged Pharach revealed his true colors. An arrogant Pharaoh continued in error and
Yahweh gavehimup inaror.

If mankind rebds againg Yahweh's word and continues in his own snful ways, nat accepting the way of truth,
Y ahweh eventually, after warning them, will allow them to follow their own perniciousways They refusetoligen
and spesk lies.

" Now the Spirit speaks expresdy, that in thelatter times some shall depart from thefaith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils, Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron”
(ITim. 4:1-2).

Pharaoh's attitude should be a warning for us that we not grieve the Haly Spirit, but think twice about what
Y ahweh would have usdo. Many may find themsalvesin league with the" man of Sn" who will come at the end
of theage, being thegrand product of Satan. Hewill lead many astray by hisdeviousways.

" And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause Elohim shall send them strong deluson, that they should
bdieve alie That they all might be damned who beieved not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness'
(2Thess 2:10-12).

A proverb says " No dn pergged in, no matter how small, remains small." Once we have turned our mind away
from obedience to Yahweh, this attitude grows and becomes an avalanche in our lives, swegping away all
righteousness:

"Wher efore Y ahweh also gave them up to uncleannessthrough thelusts of their own hearts, to dishonour ther
own bodies between themsaves: Who changed the truth of Yahweh into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause Elohim gave them up unto vile
affections: for even ther women did change the natural useinto that which isagaing nature: And likewise also
the men, leaving the natural use of thewoman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working
that which isunseemly, and recaiving in themselvesthat recompense of thar error which wasmeet. And even as
they did not liketo retain Elohim in their knowledge, Yahweh gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
thingswhich arenot convenient” (Rom. 1:24-28).

MAN HARDENSHISOWN HEART.



