Ruminations. Stop Karen Armstrong! (Saturday, September 12, 2009)
by Fleming Rutledge

Something really hasto be done about Karen Armstrong. | am too busy to do it, but | wish someone else
would. Sheis much more an enemy of faith than is" Hitchkins' (Christopher Hitchensand Richard
Dawkins). Here sheison the front page of the Weekend Journal (a section of the Saturday/ Sunday section
of the Wall Street Journal, September 12-13) facing off against Dawkins. Two entire pages are given over to
this: MAN vs. GOD, the headline says (at least the WSJ continuesto goits politically incorrect " exclusive-
language" way). The hugeillustration shows Michelangelo's God over against Darwin (oh, no, not again...).
What has happened to the WSJ? isthis Rupert Murdoch at work? the WSJ editorials are hyper-right-wing
and not to my taste, but for along timethe paper hasbeen, in certain respects, a friend to the apostolic
faith. What has happened?

Dawkins, like Freud, islessa threat to biblical faith than Armstrong, who like Jung embraces a generic,
spiritualized, anthropocentric approach to God (exactly what Freud identified in The Future of an Illusion).
Dawkinsisquiteright in ending hisarticle the following way (I am condensing):

The modern theologian is scor nful of scientific argumentsfor God's existence [rightly so--thiswas always
off-track]. We are not so naive asto be hung up on God's actual existence. [Here Dawkins accurately nailsa
lot of today's" liberal" theology.] " It doesn't matter,” Dawkins theological liberal continues, " whether God
existsin a scientific sense. What mattersiswhether he existsfor you or for me."

Dawkinsthen continues, speaking in hisown voice, " If that'swhat paddles your canoe, you'll be paddling
up avery lonely creek. The mainstream belief of theworld's peoplesisvery clear. They believein God...in
objectivereality...Tell the congregation of a church or mosquethat 'existence' istoo vulgar a concept to
fasten onto their God, and they will brand you an atheist. They'll beright."

Karl Barth, of whom Karen Armstrong isblissfully ignorant, said that he found atheists to be more bracing
conver sation partnersthan "religious' people. Certainly we can welcomethislast observation of Dawkins,
although therest of hisarticle shows hisusual, annoying refusal to see that many serious Christians (Pope
John Paul 11 was a notable example) hold Darwin and orthodox Christian faith smultaneousdly.

Karen Armstrong and otherslike her are" religious’ without a clue asto the Subject of theology. If she
really under standsthe Church Fathersat any level, one seeks evidencein vain. If she has ever heard of the
Reformation she does not indicateit. If she hasever had any serious dialogue with any major Protestant
theologian her writing does not show it. If she has ever heard of the doctrine of revelation she showsno sign
of it. Sheisawalking, talking, writing exhibit for Freud's basic thesis: God iswhat we have made up out of
our own wishes and needs.

Who can mount a powerful defense against thissort of thing? Marilynne Robinson, for one, knows better--
but her voiceis soft. We need thunder and lightning.
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